
Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions
Navigating Louisiana’s NEW Closed Party 
Primaries 

Why does party affiliation matter for Closed Why does party affiliation matter for Closed 
Party Primaries?Party Primaries?

Voters can choose to affiliate with a major political party 
(Democratic or Republican), with a recognized political 
party (Green or Libertarian), or with any other party of 
their choice. Voters can also choose to register to vote 
without party affiliation. These unaffiliated voters are 
called No Party voters. How you affiliated when you 
submitted a voter registration application will affect which 
ballot you receive during closed party primary elections.

Who can vote in party primary elections?Who can vote in party primary elections?
Voters registered as Democrat, Republican, and No Party 
are eligible to vote in primary elections for the five party 
primary offices listed above. All voters are eligible to vote in 
the general election for these offices.
� Voters registered as Democrat can vote in Democratic 

Party primary elections for Democratic Party candidates.
� Voters registered as Republican can vote in Republican 

Party primary elections for Republican Party candidates.
� Voters registered as No Party are allowed to choose 

which party’s primary they would like to vote 
in. No Party voters do not have to participate in closed 
party primaries. If you are registered as No Party, the 
commissioner will ask you to complete a Declaration of 
Ballot Choice to determine which ballot to give you.

� If you are registered as affiliated with any other party, 
you cannot participate in closed party primaries, but you 
will receive a ballot for all other races or propositions 
that you are eligible for (if any).

Learn More! View your sample ballot and check your
registration information on the GeauxVote 
mobile app or online at GeauxVote.com

The Louisiana Legislature now requires closed party 
primaries for certain races, ensuring that only registered 
party members (and unaffiliated voters) can vote in choosing 
their party’s candidates.

U.S. Senate
U.S. House of Representatives
Louisiana Supreme Court
Public Service Commission
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

Which offices will have Closed Party Primaries?Which offices will have Closed Party Primaries?

Only major political parties will have Closed Party 
Primaries. There are currently two major political parties:
� Democratic Party 
� Republican Party 

Which parties will participate in ClosedWhich parties will participate in Closed
Party Primaries?Party Primaries?

Only Democratic candidates will run in the Democratic 
first party primary election, and only Republican 
candidates will run in the Republican first party primary 
election. The first party primaries will be held in the 
spring at the same time as open primary elections. A 
party primary run-off, if necessary, will be held at the 
same time as open spring general elections.
The winning Democrat and winning Republican 
will advance to the general election held in the fall. 
Any candidates not affiliated with the Democratic or 
Republican parties will only run in the fall general 
election.

How do Closed Party Primaries work?How do Closed Party Primaries work?

How is the winning candidate determined in the How is the winning candidate determined in the 
fall general election for party primary offices?fall general election for party primary offices?

All unaffiliated candidates, as well as candidates affiliated 
with a party other than Democratic or Republican, will 

only appear on the general election ballot 
in the fall, along with the Democratic and 
Republican candidates who won their party’s 
primary. The general election is an open 
election, meaning that all eligible voters 
may vote for any candidate of their choice. 
The candidate who receives the most votes 

is the winner of the fall general election for party primary 
offices. There will not be a runoff for the general election.

How do I check my party registration?How do I check my party registration?
Can I change my party registration?Can I change my party registration?

View your sample ballot and check your registration 
information on the GeauxVote Mobile App or online 
at GeauxVote.com. All registration changes must be 

made before the deadlines (30 days 
before election day for in-person or mail 
applications, or 20 days before election 
day for applications submitted online at 
GeauxVote.com), or they will be held until 
after the election.
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